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2015  BCGS CALENDAR 

Preserving Your Family History:  Caring for Documents and 

Photographs  ‐by Tamara Hemmerlein 

Saturday, Jan 24          10am         Red Room, Barth. Co. Library 

 

S.K.I.L.L.S.  for Members Only  ‐  TBD 

Saturday, Feb 28         10am         TBD, Barth. Co. Library 
 

SandHill Cem RestoraƟon –by Helen Wildermuth/Stone Huggers 

Saturday, Mar 28         1pm          Red Room, Barth. Co. Library 
 

Camp AƩerbury Cemeteries  

Saturday, May/Jun ?    TBD           TBD, Camp AƩerbury 
 

Barth Co. Hist. Soc. Gene. Library –by Julie Hughes / Zaharakos 

Saturday, Jul 18           1pm            Zaharakos at 11am 

 

Topic TBD ‐by Julie Hughes / BCGS 25yr CelebraƟon 

Saturday, Sep 26          1pm          Hawcreek Heritage Center 
 

New Technology –by Jason HaƩon  

Saturday, Oct 24           10am         TBD, Barth. Co. Library 
 

S.K.I.L.L.S.  for Members Only  ‐  TBD 

Saturday, Nov 13          10am         Red Room, Barth. Co. Library 
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ANNUAL REPORT 
 
Our Bartholomew County Genea-
logical Society has had another 
great year because of a great 
board of officers and directors.  I 
hope that the next time you see one of them you will thank her for service on the board.   
 
Officers and Board Members 
 
First, I want to thank one of our outgoing officers, Margot Green.  After many years of dedicated service on 
the BCGS Board, Margot is “retiring” from her position as Secretary.  As noted in the 4th Quarter of Ances-
tors, “Margot has diligently served as our President (4 years), Past President, & Secretary.  She has al-
ways provided excellent leadership and service for the board and the entire Society.”  Together we must 
say “Thank you for job(s) well done!”  While we will certainly miss Margot on the BCGS board, we hope 
that she will continue to enjoy many years of BCGS membership as she continues her genealogical work. 
 
Next, I want to thank Becky Speaker for her continuing service on the BCGS board as our Treasurer and 
past Webmaster and for her willingness to be our Secretary in 2015.  Her support of the BCGS board and 
programs has been outstanding. We are delighted that she will continue to share her talents on our board. 
 
In 2015, we welcome Toni Whiteside onto our BCGS board as our Treasurer.  Toni is well acquainted with 
the office of the Treasurer since she serves on other boards in the same capacity.  As Treasurer, she will 
report to the board concerning all BCGS accounts and receive membership dues.  She was elected to this 
position during our November program. 
 
Heather McDonald has agreed (and was re-elected) to serve as our Vice President in 2015.  As Vice-
President, Heather will secure speakers and schedule programs for the upcoming years.  She also assists 
the BCGS President in his absence.  Heather has enjoyed looking ahead to plans for 2016.   
 
BCGS continues to be served well by our two genealogists, Donna Kuhlman and Karen Loy, who assist 
with the 30 plus queries that come to the Society throughout the year.  Queries often come by e-mail, but 
also arrive by word of mouth or snail mail.  Both Donna and Karen are more than capable in assisting 
those with such queries.  Both plan to continue to serve as our BCGS genealogists in 2015. 
 
Our Membership List is overseen by our Membership Chair, Fran Land, who will continue to serve in this 
capacity in 2015.  Fran accounts for all of our BCGS members.  She also continues to be a great help dur-
ing our Programs by assisting with attendance recordkeeping and nametag distribution & collection.  Fran 
reported that we had 74 members in 2014 including 14 life memberships.  We had 10 new members in 
2014. 
 
Our BCGS Editor Kim Ray complies, edits, and submits our quarterly newsletter, Ancestors.  We have fully 
transitioned to a full-color e-newsletter for our membership, sister organizations, and libraries.  These 
newsletters can also be found posted on the BCGS website:  www.barthgen.org .  Kim will continue as our 
BCGS Editor in 2015.   
 
In July 2013, Reference Librarian Annette Blount began attending our board meetings as a “library liaison.”  
The board continues to appreciate her presence and input at our monthly meetings and her work in the In-
diana room. 
 
As you can tell, BCGS has a wonderful group of active and effective officers and directors who have faith-
fully met on the third Tuesday of every month (except December) throughout 2014.  For a fourth year, I will 
have the privilege of serving alongside these BCGS board members as the BCGS President.   
 

 
 
 

     
            

                                        

                ‐by Marcus Speer   



Programs 
 
During 2014, BCGS hosted seven programs and two S.K.I.L.L.S. meetings for BCGS members.  Our first 
program on January 25 was entitled “Sandhill revisted.”  Originally, Helen Wildermuth of Stonehugger 
Cemetery Restoration was planning to share details about her work at Sandhill Cemetery.  However, be-
cause of a death in her family, Ron Shadley was so gracious to present again to BCGS members and 
friends concerning all the repairs at Sandhill Cemetery.  Even with all the bad winter weather in January, 
the total attendance was 19 (15 members & 4 guests). 
 
Although BCGS does not regularly have a February program, on February 22, Allison Singleton presented 
“Facebooking Your Past” in a program co-hosted with the Bartholomew County Library.  Those present, 14 
members and 10 guests, enjoyed a highly informative program about how Facebook can be a “prime gene-
alogical resource for research.” 
 
In March (22), Jason Hatton, Library Assistant Director, provided information to a total of 27 (12 members 
& 15 guests) about "Using Google like a Pro for Genealogy."  We learned how to maximize our use of 
Google searching and other products to make the most of our genealogical searches. 
 
Our second S.K.I.L.L.S meeting (first was in 2013) was held on April 26 in the Indiana Room.  Seventeen 
members and one guest (who became a member!) learned about the great collection of resources availa-
ble in our own Indiana Room.  Our informative session was led by our own Annette Blount, Reference Li-
brarian and liaison between the BCGS board and the library. 
 
Unlike most of our BCGS programs, our May program was conducted on the evening of Thursday, May 29.  
Dr. Tami Iorio presented before 12 members and 11 guests with a focus on her book:  “Legendary Locals 
of Columbus Indiana.”  She even included some of our board members who traveled to the National Ar-
chives in Washington, D.C. 
 
The BCGS annual luncheon occurred on July 26 with a program at the Decatur County Historical Society in 
Greensburg, Indiana and lunch at the famous Stories Restaurant.  Our Membership Chair, Fran Land re-
ported that there were 13 members and three visitors at our July outing.  Diana Springmier was our tour 
guide through the Society’s building at 222 N. Franklin Street:  the Lathrop/Shannon House.  Additional in-
formation can be found on their website: http://www.decaturcountyhistory.org/museum.asp 
Those present gathered on the front porch for a photo opportunity.  We enjoyed a great lunch, including 
pie, at Stories. 
 
On Saturday, September 20, we again met in the Red Room for a Program lead by Paulette Roberts.  Her 
program:  “Underground Railroad Connections in Bartholomew County” shared many details about the quilt 
patterns that were used during the movements of slaves from the South to the North.  Attendance was ex-
cellent with a total of 34 including:  12 members and 22 guests. 
 
The Fall BCGS SKILLS meeting was held in the Indiana Room on Saturday, November 1.  The number of 
those attending kept increasing until we had 21 members present!  Our own Becky Speaker and Toni 
Whiteside shared important information about scanning and using scanners as a part of our genealogical 
work.  Some even stayed after the meeting to practice using a handheld scanner. 
 
Our November (22) program was led by one of our own:  Donna Kuhlman.  Donna shared details about the 
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 Bartholomew County Participants in the 1898 Spanish-American War by sharing lines from letters that 

were written by her grandfather.  Twenty-one attendees learned much about a war that most likely knew 
very little about before the program.  The November program also included our election of officers (details 
can be found in the section above). 
 
Updates & Donations 
 
BCGS continues to maintain and update our BCGS website (www.barthgen.org) and the BCGS Facebook 
page.  For those on Facebook, you can find us at the following link: https://www.facebook.com/
BartholomewCountyGenealogicalSociety?fref=ts 

Consistent with the mission to increase local genealogical research resources, the BCGS board was able 
to contribute in the following ways in 2014.  Here is the list: 
 

BCGS donated another $300 for the benefit of the Friends of Sandhill Cemetery.  
BCGS donated $50 to the Indiana Historical Society. 
BCGS held another 4�H Genealogy Workshop in June.  BCGS membership was offered to all 4-H 

members enrolled in the Genealogy Project. 
BCGS donated the 4�H Indiana Heritage Grand Champion Trophy for the Bartholomew County 4-H 

Fair.  Recipient was Ethan Shoaf. 
BCGS set out 12 more War of 1812 Gravestone Markers for Veterans 
BCGS started an Obituary Index at Bartholomew County Public Library. 
BCGS printed Russell Wilhoit’s Decatur County Genealogy Books in memory of Martha Davis, BCGS 

member. 
 

Looking ahead to 2015 
 
As the BCGS board looks ahead to 2015, all are excited to note that we will be celebrating 25 years as a 
Society in September, 2015.  Therefore, many of our programs will have a local emphasis.  And we look 
forward to our annual luncheon in our own “backyard” in downtown Columbus.  Along with our bi-monthly 
programs, the BCGS board will again be offering two SKILLS meetings specifically for our BCGS mem-
bership. 
 
As we have in the past, so in the future, we will continue to pose the following question:  “Additional BCGS 
projects?” every time the board meets on the third Tuesday at 4:45 p.m. at the Bartholomew County Li-
brary.  Any time a BCGS members has a question or contribution, they should contact a BCGS officer 
and/or director.  On behalf of the BCGS board, thank you for being a member of BCGS.     Blessings 
           ____________________________________________________________________ 

Annual Report  (cont) 

Family Histories Book (1999) 

Several hundred biographical 
sketches on Bartholomew Co. 
families, plus several smaller sec-
tions on general Bartholomew Co. 
histories, etc. 

Limited number of copies availa-
ble.  Anniversary Special, $25 

Columbus City Cemetery  (1993) 

Thorough listing of all marked graves 
at Columbus City Cemetery, by sec-
tion and lot number, with surname 
index.  Includes section maps, so 
graves can be located.   

Anniversary Special, $5 

Harrison, Jackson & Ohio 
Township Cemeteries 

Thorough listing of all marked 
graves in these three town-
ships.  Includes driving direc-
tions, maps, cemetery histories, 
and row listings, with surname 
index.  Anniversary Special $5 

 

Hawcreek Baptist Church 

History, People, Statistics (1827-
1920), and Cemetery Listing (old 
section)  $20  

BCGS 25TH ANNIVERSARY BOOK SALE 

Contact Donna Kuhlman  812-372-9274      donnakuhlman@comcast.net 
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Happy New Year friends!  I hope this year brings us cracks in our 
brick walls and newly discovered 1890 census records.  Oh how I wish!  What is 

your genealogical wish for this year?  I hope one of them is attend as many BCGS meet-
ings as possible.  As you know, we are celebrating the 25th year of BCGS with a focus on 
our own Bartholomew County. 

Our first event of 2015 will take place on January 24 at 10 am in the Red Room.  Tama-
ra Hemmerlein from the Indiana Historical Society will speak on the topic of “Preserving 
Family History: Caring for Documents and Photographs”.  We will have a S.K.I.L.L.S. 
session on February 28 at 10 am, with the topic to be determined.  We round out the first 
quarter with a visit from the wonderful Helen Wildermuth.  Helen will be discussing her 
work at Sand Hill Cemetery. Helen’s presentation will occur on Saturday March 28 at 1 
pm in the Red Room. 

For summer 2015, we are on the go!  We hope to kick off the summer with a trip to the 
Camp Atterbury cemeteries in June.  BCGS President, Marcus Speer, is arranging this 
outing with more details to come at a later date.  July will bring a “field trip” to the Bar-
tholomew County Historical Society, where we will learn more about their Cline-Keller Ge-
nealogy Library.  This will begin at 1 pm that day. Everyone is invited to gather at Za-
harako’s for lunch at 11 am that same day.  Our final meeting of the summer occurs on 
Saturday, September 26 at the Hawcreek Heritage Center in Hope.  We will meet at 1 pm 
for a presentation, followed by a reception celebrating our 25 years of existence. 

We will round out 2015 with BCPL’s own Jason Hatton keeping us up to date with tech-
nology on Saturday, October 24 at 10 am in the Red Room.  Jason’s presentations are 
among our most popular, and he always does a fantastic job.  You won’t want to miss 
this one!  Our final event of 2015 will be a S.K.I.L.L.S. session on Saturday, November 
14 at 10 am. Although the specific topic remains to be decided, I’m sure we will wrap up 
2015 with a bang! 

The calendar for 2016 is already starting to fill. If you have any suggestions, please 
don’t hesitate to let me know.  You can comment on the BCGS facebook page, or send me 
an email at h-mcdonald@sbcglobal.net.  As always, thanks for your support of BCGS! 

‐by Heather McDonald 



Hello, everyone.  This marks my final “Highlights” because I have stepped down as BCGS secretary. The posiƟon will 

be filled most capably by Becky Speaker, who has been treasurer for the last two years. AŌer seven years I am also 

leaving the BCGS Board. I have truly enjoyed my roles with the society – learned a lot and made many new friends.  

My passion for genealogy persists; I plan to remain acƟve in BCGS; and I look forward to seeing you at programs in 

2015 – and beyond.   And now, the “Highlights.” 

On Saturday, November 1,  twenty‐one members parƟcipated  in an enlightening and entertaining SKILLS  (Sharing 

Knowledge in Light Learning Sessions) event devoted to Scanning Documents and Photos.   Leaders Toni Whiteside 

and Becky Speaker began with steps to prepare for scanning, including hand‐washing (rather than gloves), readying 

the scanner, and organizing the items being scanned. Helpful Ɵps included photographing pages being scanned and 

developing a naming convenƟon  to keep one’s scans  in order.   Other topics covered  included storage and use of 

scanned documents and photos. 

Our final program of 2014  took place on Saturday, November 22.  AŌer a brief business meeƟng and elecƟon of 

officers for 2015, nineteen members and two guests were treated to a delighƞul, personalized look at the Spanish 

American War of 1898.   Genealogist Donna Kuhlman began with a brief overview of factors  leading to the war, 

which included ceaseless jingoisƟc “yellow journalism,” pracƟced by Joseph Pulitzer of the New York World and Wil‐

liam Randolph Hearst of the New York Journal. While sympatheƟc to the Cubans’ desire for independence, journal‐

ists Pulitzer and Hearst were moƟvated primarily by seeking big‐headline stories  that would  in  turn generate big 

newspaper sales.      Following the mysterious explosion of the U.S. baƩleship Maine in Havana harbor in January, 

1898, a surge in patrioƟc public opinion led the U.S to declare war and raise troops – all volunteers.   

Among these volunteers was Company K of the 161st Regiment of Indiana Volunteer Infantry, raised  in Columbus.  

Company  K  included  nineteen‐year‐old  Joseph  (Joe)  Luell  Cook, Donna’s 

grandfather.  Joe was a diligent correspondent, and Donna shared some of 

his leƩers home. The leƩers give a fascinaƟng personal perspecƟve on the 

regiment’s mustering,  training, and movement  to  Jacksonville, Florida,  in 

August.   Joe evidently did not think much of Jacksonville, where the tem‐

perature was oŌen 103‐degrees, and the insects were fierce.  By October, 

Company K had moved to “Camp Onward”  in Savannah, a more pleasant 

experience for everyone. In December, as the regiment prepared to sail to 

Havana, the Treaty of Paris was signed, formally ending the war and ceding 

control of Cuba, Puerto Rico, the Spanish West Indies, Guam and the Phil‐

ippines to the USA.  The brass emblem memorialized the outcome, a clear 

victory for the USA. 

AŌer a few months in Cuba, Joe’s regiment set sail for Savannah, where they were mustered out on April 30, 1899 

and came home to Indianapolis in May.  Joe then lived in Michigan, Minnesota, and South Dakota for several years 

before returning to Bartholomew County, where he resided from 1937 unƟl his death  in 1961. For Joe and other 

small‐town and rural volunteers, parƟcipaƟon in the Spanish American War was undoubtedly the great adventure of 

their lives.   
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-by  Margot Green  
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Donna Kuhlman reads letters written by her 

grandfather, Joe Cook, as part of her  

presentation on the Spanish American War.  

Joe was a member of the local unit,  

Co.K  161st Reg’t Ind Vol Inf 

A nice crowd gathered in the Indiana Room as Becky Speaker 

and Toni Whiteside shared their ideas and information at the 

S.K.I.L.L.S. Session on Scanners. 
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During 2014, we published every member's picture that we re-
ceived along with a bit of information about them.  If you 
missed any of these, you can check last year's quarterly News-
letters. 

In 2015, our plan is to introduce you to any new members that 
were not included in 2014.  We will continue to add new mem-
bers as we receive them. 

Our first new member actually joined in July, 2014.  She is 
Thecla Patterson (with a silent h).  She is a Pre-K teacher at 
First Christian Church Preschool and Minds on Math Coordina-
tor at Rockcreek Elementary School. 

Thecla and her husband, Greg have three children and a grand-
daughter.  Her hobbies are hiking and doing things with her 
family.  Surnames she is researching are Kelly, Simpson, Ginder 
and Doyle. 

Please make an opportunity to get to know Thecla and welcome her to Bartholomew County 
Genealogy Society.    

MEMBERSHIP NEWS  - by Fran Land 
 

Less than 30 years after the Revolutionary War, 
a young American nation again declared war on 
Great Britain. Soldiers fought for adventure, to 
protect their land and family or were drafted to 
protect coastlines or serve garrison duty.  From 
the time Bartholomew County was formed in 
1820, many veterans moved here for the promise 
of new land and opportunity.  
 

Using online research, family records, and pri-
mary documents from the National Archives in 
Washington, DC, BCGS has compiled what we 
have learned and written the stories of many of 
these veterans and their families who spent time 
in Bartholomew County or were buried 
here.  Two hundred years after the last battle in 
New Orleans in Jan 1815, this 100-page hard-
back book will be available for sale in February 
2015 for $30.  Copies will be available at the 
next BCGS meeting or for order by contacting a 
BCGS board member. 

HOT OFF THE PRESS ! 

  WAR OF 1812 BOOK 
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QUERY  1: 
Searching for information regard-
ing family of David W McCoy b 
1772 Pennsylvania d 1850 Bar-
tholomew County, married to Lucy 
LNU Abt 1750-Abt 1828. Pur-
chased land in Bartholomew in Oct 
1824. Known children James 1802-
1848, Joseph 1807-1887, Elizabeth 
1808, Margaret 1809, Sarah 1812-
1850, Mary "Polly" 1814-1870, Lu-
cinda 1816-1902. David's second 
wife Clarissa Schank 1799-1886, 
son David 1837-1859. I am search-
ing for wills, any informantion 
regarding David's parents any in-
formation regarding Lucy. They are 
mentioned in the Christian Messen-
ger magazine about 1835 along 
with daughter Margaret's husband 
Elisha Dawson. Looking forward to 
hearing from you. Please let me 
know how much any copies and 
time searching will cost. Regards,  
SS 

CARVED IN STONE   
-by Donna Kuhlman 

Response  1: 
There is a will, but it opens as many questions by who is NOT men-
tioned, as it answers with who IS an heir.  (This is from an abstract.) 

Will Book A, pp. 129-130 
Will of David McCoy 
Dated May 6, 1850 
Recorded June 14, 1850 
 
Wife Clarissa 
Son David 
Son-in-law William Cook 
Heirs of James McCoy 
Heirs of Sarah Wright, dec., Consort of Edward Wright 
Lucinda Ashley and her heirs (husband William?) 
Relationships of the aforementioned to the deceased is not stated. 
 
Executor Alfred C. Thompson 
Witnesses John Lewis and Francis Hartman. 
 
Complete Record Probate, Book G  p. 66 

Feb. 1852 

Alfred C. Thompson is confirmed June 14, 1850 as the executor of 
the will of David McCoy dec., with John Lewis as his security.  J.L. 
Hartman and Francis Hartman were appraisers of the personal prop-
erty.  The widow Clarissa is mentioned. 
 
That's all I have from print resources at home.  There may be a few 
more procedural entries in the probate records, but unlikely anything 
that documents other presumed children who aren't mentioned in 
David's will.  Likewise, there is nothing AT ALL that sheds any light 
on the parents of David McCoy.  Indiana did not keep civil death rec-
ords until 1882. 

 

QUERY  2: 

i am trying to find out anything i 
can on my gg-grandfather john t. 
alexander who served and died on 
the sultana after the civil war was 
over leaving a widow eliza ellen ham 
alexander, was also wondering how 
to get an obit of her 2nd husband 
john c. doty who died in 1904. 
thanks, dr 

Response  2:  

John T. Alexander did not own real estate (and only $25 worth of 
personal property) in 1860, so did not leave an estate to probate.  

I found a John Alexander of the right age nearby in Decatur Co. in 
1850, and got all excited, thinking he must have been a son of Jo-
seph and  Ann (Reed) Alexander.  But their son John died in 
1854.  Siiiiiiiigh.  

Find A Grave Memorial #54441509 

So I'm not coming up with much else to shed light on his identity. 

John T. Alexander is Memorial #11572930 

Also did not find an obit for John C. Doty--obits in that period tend-
ed to be skimpy or missing altogether. 



HAPPY 25th ANNIVERSARY, BCGS ! 

This article was published in the 1999 BCGS Family Histories Book 
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Whitehead and Related 
Families 
Rhyne, Margaret White‐
head 
Ref Gen 929.2 Whitehead 
 

The Brocks:  Ephraim Brock 
and Aggie Caldwell of East‐
ern Kentucky and South‐
west Virginia 
Their Ancestors and De‐
scendants 
Addington, Luther F. 
Ref Gen 929.2 Brock 

The Personal Name Index 
1971 to History of Putnam 
County Indiana, 1887 
Marler, Mike 
Ref Ind 977.249 Bio 
 
 

New Genealogy Books at the  Bartholomew County Library    

  ‐from AnneƩe Blount, BC Librarian 

The following titles were added to the genealogy collection of the Bartholomew 
Count Public Library.  These books previously belonged to  

John Mace and were donated to the library by his wife, Jan Mace. 

Oaths of Allegiance in Colo‐
nial New England 
Evans, Charles 
Ref Gen 929.374 Eva 
 
Names of Soldiers of the 
American RevoluƟon [From 
Main] Who Applied for 
State Bounty Under Re‐
solves of March 17, 1835, 
March 24, 1836, and March 
20, 1838, as Appears of 
Record in Land Office 
House, Charles J. 
Ref Gen 929.3741 Hou 
 

German Immigrant Servant 
Contracts Registered at the 
Port of Philadelphia, 1817‐
1831 
Grubb, Farley 
Ref Gen 929.3 Gru 
 
List of Officers of the Colo‐
nies on the Delaware and 
the Province of Pennsylva‐
nia 1614‐1776 
Linn, John B 
Ref Gen 929.3748 Lis 
 

On the Banks of the Wy‐
aloosing 
Reynolds, Loralyn 
Ind  929.2 Rey 
 
Marriages of McMinn 
County, Tennessee, 1821‐
1864 
Whitley, Edythe Rucker 
Ref Gen 929.3768 Whi 
 
Lunenburg County, Virginia 
Wills, 1746‐1825 
Bell, Landon C. 
Ref Gen 929.3755 Bel 
 
 



Bartholomew County Genealogical Society Membership 
 

Membership year extends from January – December  

and includes 4 issues of ANCESTORS 

 

1 year Membership:      Individual ($10)      Couple ($15) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Thanks for your Support  
Bartholomew County Genealogical Society, Inc 
PO Box 2455     Columbus, Indiana  47202‐2455 

email:  bcgs47202@yahoo.com 

website:  barthgen.org 

Like us on facebook ! 

Member of Indiana Genealogical Society and 
Federa on of Genealogical Socie es  
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