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     Our July Program included BCGSôs annual 

fieldtrip and lunch outing in Jefferson County.  Mem-

bers and guests met at the Eleutherian College, locat-

ed in Lancaster, IN on State Road 250 (west of State 

Road 7). Historian David Harden (a Bartholomew 

County native) led us on a tour through the college 

building, the only remaining structure on the Eleutherian College campus. The two front doors open 

into a large 12-foot deep room, which is across the front of the building. From this entrance hall, two 

more doors open into a larger room (chapel). This room is two stories high and includes a sloping 

balcony at the back of the chapel. Up one of the two stairways, there are seven classrooms o the sec-

ond and third floors. Above the third floor, sits the original cast iron bell, made in Madison, and it 

still rings clearly today.   

     We learned the following about the college (which can also be found on the webpage for Eleuthe-

rian College). ñEleutherian College was founded in 1848 by Reverend Thomas Craven of Oxford, 

Ohio who came to Lancaster as a guest preacher at the Neil Creek Abolition Baptist Church. Lancas-

ter, ten miles north of Madison, IN was an anti-slavery strong hold in the pre-Civil War era. The Un-

derground Railroad operated nearby hiding slaves fleeing to the north.ò It is important to note that 

the college was not associated with The Underground Railroad, though it was willing to provide an 

education for all (free and escaped). 

     Cravenôs dream along with others who joined in the effort included the idea that all people of all 

races and genders should attend classes together. Many residents in the area offered to help and, 

working together, they built on a hill a school dedicated to freedom and equality for all. ñThe name 

of the college was derived from the Greek word eleutherous, meaning freedom orequality.ò David 

also noted the meaning of liberation. 

     Classes began in an old meeting house near the village sawmill along neighboring Middle Fork 

Creek. By 1854, the large stone building was completed on College Hill. The stone was quarried 

nearby, the timber was readily available, and most of the labor was volunteered. In 1856 there were 

18 black students, 10 of whom were born slaves. In 1860, 200 students were enrolled in the college. 

Disbanded shortly after the Civil War, Eleutherian became a teacher training school in 1878. Ten 

years later it was deeded to the township and was used as a grade school until 1937.ò 

     After the closing of the school building, many reunions were held over the years. During the tour 

of the rooms upstairs, our BCGS group witnessed the many names that had been written on the walls 

noting the individuals who had returned and when they had attended as a student. Those walls have 

been photographed, catalogued, and will be preserved. 

     The current structure, originally built for classes and a chapel, was purchased for restoration in 

1990. Eleutherian College was designated a National Historic Landmark in 1997. Some BCGS mem-

bers even made it to the very top (above the bell tower) for an overlook towards Madison. 

     After the tour, the BCGS group traveled to lower Madison to enjoy lunch at The Red Pepper 

(sandwiches, wraps, soups, & salads). A great time was had by all at both locations. 




