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Field Trip:   
Jackson Co History Center/Genealogical Society Library 
  
UPCOMING!  On Saturday, May 22, 2010, the Jackson County 
History Center (Museum of Genealogical Research) in 
Brownstown has agreed to open especially for our group tour 
from 1 to 3 pm.  We'll carpool from the North side of the 
Bartholomew County Library parking lot (near First 
Presbyterian Church), leaving at Noon.  If you're willing to drive 
OR need a ride, please let me know so we can be organized and 
ready to leave to get there on time (812) 342-0198.    If you'll 
be meeting us in Brownstown,  the directions are:   I65 (or any 
other way you choose) to Seymour to Highway 50W, heading 
towards Brownstown.  Turn Right at the second of two lights.  
You'll pass the courthouse, and it is a white block building 
behind Huck's and catty corner to Jackson County Bank.  Park 
at the Bank and/or across the street at Dairy Queen.  
Address:  415 1/2 S. Poplar Street. Phone:  (812) 358-2118. 
 
The President of the Jackson County Genealogical Society was 
very enthusiastic as he told me some of what we'd find there 
- it sounds like a goldmine for genealogists!  Indexes for all 
original county funeral home and obituaries, birth records to 
1940, marriage records 1816 to present, and 300 family 
histories that had been donated to them.  Lots of info on 
German cemetery records are listed by township. Xerox 
copies are 20 cents each, so be sure to bring lots of change! 

Calendar 
 
May 22:  Field Trip:  Jackson Co. 
History Center/Geneal. Soc. Library 
 
July 24:  Annual Pitchin Picnic 
with member sharing research aids 
 
Sep 18:  British Genealogical Web 
Sources & Research Hints 
 
Oct 23:  GENEALOGY DAY 
 
Nov 20:  Annual Mtg / Officer 
Election / Family Holiday 
Reminiscences  

Inside this Issue 
 

BCGS Board Position Definitions 
(see Margot’s Column    p2) 
 
Margasons/Morgasons Research 
(see Donna’s Column    p3) 
 
Who is my Cousin ? 
(see   p5) 
 
Tips and Resources 
(see Jane’s Column   p6) 
 
What did you miss at the last meeting ? 
(see Jennie’s Column   p7) 
 
Random Acts of Genealogical Kindness 
(see Karen’s Column   p8) 

 
Hope to see you there!   Jennie Rauch, Secretary 
 
 

Editor’s Note:  Many thanks to all BCGS Board Members for their time and articles to make Ancestors the “Voice of BCGS”  ! 
As a courtesy, and to insure the personal communication with each of you, their columns are not edited.  Hope you enjoy ! 
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                 -by Margot Green                  

 

Have you ever wondered about what it is that the BCGS Board 
and officers do?  The board, which meets once a month for about 
an hour, generally works together as a team, with other members 
helping us on special projects and programs such as Genealogy Day 
or our quarterly newsletter.     
            Here are some highlights. 

The president: 
 leads planning for the yearly calendar of events, including board meetings, the annual audit, etc.  
 develops agendas and leads board and general meetings 
 maintains email contact with board and members to keep them informed of resources, upcoming meetings, and 

events of genealogical interest  
 
The vice president: 

 plans times and locations for general meetings 
 takes the lead in identifying and contacting speakers. 

 
The secretary: 

 records, reads, and preserves the minutes of board meetings    
 takes the lead in arranging newspaper publicity for general meetings 
 responds to any correspondence not handled by other members. 
 manages the sign-up sheet for general meeting attendees  

 
The treasurer: 

 collects and records all funds BCGS receives  
 pays the society’s bills, records expenses and reports to the board at each meeting. 
 updates membership records and provides members’ names and addresses to the newsletter editor and the 

membership chairman.  (Our current treasurer, Sarah Bush, also serves as membership chair.) 
 
The membership chair: 

 welcomes new members 
 maintains the membership list and email address list 
 distributes nametags at meetings  

  
Our genealogists: 

 respond to genealogical queries from members and others who contact BCGS 
 serve as genealogical resources for the larger community   

 
Our editor: 

 prepares and publishes Ancestors, our quarterly newsletter.  Once a year Ancestors includes a membership list and a 
list of names being researched by members of BCGS.  

     
Participation is both fun and rewarding – and it doesn’t take a lot of time. This year, we want to issue a 
special invitation to each of you to consider joining the board or helping us with special projects.  We’ll be 
discussing more about specific opportunities later this year, but in the meantime please contact us at 
bcgs47202@yahoo.com or at our P.O.Box 2455, Columbus, IN 47202 if you are interested in learning 
more.           Margot Green,President   
 
                                                      

mailto:bcgs47202@yahoo.com
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CARVED IN STONE    -by Donna Kuhlman 
 
Margasons/Morgasons Query Research 

 
Margason is not a common name in southern Indiana. 
records.  The name got butchered a lot:  Margason, 
Morgason, Morgison, Morganson..even Mrgerson.  A 
widow was listed on the 1850 Bartholomew Co. census 
with her new husband, some of his children, some of 
hers.  (And then she died shortly afterward.)  The 
mystery of course, was, “Who was her first husband 

and when did he die?” and “What was her maiden name?”  The inquirer was a 
descendant of Rebecca Margason, 10 years old in 1850.  The puzzle was 
addressed, and though it affects only a small line of descendants, the lessons 
may be useful to your searches. 
 
1.  I found them on census, I’m done with that resource.  And usually so, but 
there are exceptions, like this:  Elizabeth Margason was enumerated on the 
1850 census….twice.  The descendant had found her listed with her new 
husband, “Mitchael” Lewis, in Flat Rock Twp., Oct. 14, 1850.  They had married 
July 11, 1850.  There were four older Lewis children in the household, then 
Rebecca “Morgason,” then Elizabeth and Henry, dittoed to “Morgason,” then 
Nathan Lewis, 8/12.  The querier reported than Henry “took the Lewis name.” 
 
The 1850 Mortality Schedule reports that Malinda Lewis died May 1850.  
Michael Lewis married Malinda Gintle in 1843—so fairly clear that the baby 
Nathan Lewis was hers.  He had remarried quickly—a pragmatic move, not 
unusual for a widower trying to keep a little baby alive and a household afloat.  
Men and boys worked the farm, women and girls ran the home. 
 
Now there aren’t many Margason/Morgason marriages in Bartholomew Co. 
records, so it was necessary to take a long look at the ones that we did have.  
There were five, with three different spellings, but they were clustered 
between 1849-1858.  The last was Rebecca E. Morgisson, to Marcus L. Taylor, 
our querier’s line.  The others were James (1853), Joseph (1849), Susan Manah 
(1855), and Keziah (1849).  A search was made for those 1849 unions:  Joseph 
married a Margaret Barnes, and the only likely pair that showed up in 1850 
were living in Jefferson Co., she quite a bit older than he, with a 9 year old girl 
in the household.  Not much promise there.  Then Keziah, who married John 
Banister.  No luck searching the 1850 for Keziah or John Banister/Bannister, 
etc.  So the search was amended:  search only on the first name, and using the 
“wildcard” option (you need at least 3 letters and then * for Ancestry.com 
searching.)  Kez* in 1850 Bartholomew Co. Indiana brings up four listings, no 
hits.  Keziah is also sometimes spelled Kiziah, so Kiz* was tried next.  Bingo!  The 
first item up is Kizia Bunester. 
 
Lo and behold, not only did the listing include John and Kizia “Bunester,” but 
also Elizabeth “Morgaron,” as well as James, Susanna and Rebecca E. 
Morgaron.  Now it’s very peculiar:  Elizabeth married Mike Lewis in July; and 
she’s listed in his household in Oct., all very logical.  Yet here is this additional 
listing, taken in AUGUST, and it’s the SAME woman, same child Rebecca E. 
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2.  They’re on the census, that must be their correct name.  Nah.  Of course, the 
more common error is a step-child getting listing with the new daddy’s surname.  
This case was the reverse, quite rare.  Elizabeth and Henry, listed after Rebecca 
Morgason, dittoed to her surname?  They were really LEWIS children.  When 
Mike Lewis died in 1860, Henry inherited money.  Step-children, beloved or 
otherwise, didn’t get squat.  If they got money, they were BLOOD.  So the census 
was just plain wrong about those dittoed surnames. 
 
The querier had found a land purchase record in Jennings Co. in 1841, Joseph 
Margason, and wondered if he might have been the missing husband of Elizabeth 
____, and father of Rebecca.  Most of the early Margason et al marriages in 
Indiana were in Jefferson Co., including one for Joseph Margason and Lucretia 
Tatum, 1829; plus James, John, but no one married an Elizabeth.  Joseph and 
Lucretia were listed in Jefferson Co. in 1850, so clearly not him.  And none of 
them early enough to be parents of Keziah in any case; she was born 1824. 
 
Searched Bartholomew Co. tax records next, “Jos. Magarson” in 1843, no help.  
Then Benj. Morgeson, Columbus Twp. 1845.  No real estate, personal property 
only and one poll tax.  He was listed again in 1846, no land, personal property, 
poll tax, and (drum roll please) at the end of the line:  Dead. 
 
Benjamin Margason?  Nothing in Indiana marriage records.  Elizabeth was born 
in Kentucky, so a search was run for a Kentucky marriage record:  Benjamin 
Morgenson and Elizabeth Skidmore, 18 May 1820, Henry Co. KY.  A search of 
that Skidmore family revealed several of them moved to Brown and Johnson 
Cos., Indiana.  Not hard proof, but extremely likely prospects. 
 
Benjamin Margason does not seem to be listed anywhere on the 1840 census, 
frustrating.  But he IS listed in 1830, in Jefferson Co., along with several likely 
brothers and a possible father.  And they are all indexed as, “Mrgerson.”  They 
were found by searching ONLY for first name Ben* in Jefferson Co. in 1830.  
When Mrgerson came up, I ran that surname, and three more came up.  Or course 
it’s a transcription error, but at least it’s consistent—and shows family 
structure and pattern.  One, John Mrgerson, was age 50-60.  Poppa? 
 
That’s really all that could be done from here.  There were no marked graves, 
nor any estate records in Bartholomew that could conclusively document this 
lineage; but possibilities in Jefferson Co. IN and Henry Co. KY, or perhaps 
Brown or Johnson Co.  At least the querier has a better idea who to look for:  
a John Morgason estate after 1830; or a Skidmore estate that names Morgason 
grandchildren, for instance; or a childless sibling’s estate that names nieces 
and nephews. 
   
 

Want your Newsletter in COLOR ?  It’s FREE ! 
 

Your 2010 membership offers that opportunity…..Just send us a request at 
BCGS47202@yahoo.com  

and get your next newsletter via. email !! 

mailto:BCGS47202@yahoo.com
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WHO IS MY COUSIN ?    -by Kim Ray 
 

You know your first cousin…but, who is your second cousin ?  And who is once removed ?  
Maybe this explanation will help map it out for you…… 
 
Counting down generations evenly 

In this example, Mickey & Minnie are siblings.  Their 
children are 1st cousins to each other; their 
grandchildren are 2nd cousins to each other; their 
great grandchildren are 3rd cousins to each other; etc. 

 
It is when one line stays the same and you move 
down the other, that you get the “removed” 
terminology.  If you are 1st cousins, you are always 1st 
cousin to that cousin’s family, but each generation 
you go down from that cousin, counts as removed. 

 
              Counting down generations from one side 

 
 

In the same example, Jack & Jill are 1st cousins.  So, 
Jill’s relationship to Jack’s family is always 1st cousin.  
Jack’s children are 1st cousin once removed to Jill;  
Jack’s grandchildren are 1st cousin twice removed to Jill; 
etc. 
 
 
 

And, in the same example, Ann & Andy are 2nd 
cousins.  So, Andy’s relationship to Ann’s 
family is always 2nd cousin.  Ann’s children are 
2nd cousin once removed to Andy; Ann’s  
grandchildren are 2nd cousin twice removed to 
Andy, etc. 
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         Researcher’s  Resources      -by Jane Johnson 
“It can be stated with absolute certainty that no history can ever be truly complete. Even the 
interpretations may be incorrect because no two people view the past with the same eyes.”  
 
Betty Liebert was a BCGS member who pursued her family history with love and 

determination.  She never had a chance to publish her work but left a large body of research notes.  Some of the 
information she gathered was very specific to her family but some of the information was of a more general 
nature in relationship to her connection to Bartholomew County’s older families.  The following is a letter to her 
from Mary Frances Urbahns.                              

December 30, 1979    Dear Betty: 
From  (St Paul) Baptism records: 
OBERMARK, Friedericka Louise Engel, born Jun 23, 1878 Bapt. Jul. 21, 1878 
        Father:  Henry Obermark – Mother: Henrietta nee Vogelsang 
       Sponsors:  Justine Schultz, Louise Siekmann, Friedericka Held 
  Friederika Justine Elizabeth Marie Mathilda, born Nov. 19, 1876  Bapt. Dec. 10, 1876 
         Father: Henry Obermark – Mother Henrietta nee Vogelsang 
  Sponsors:  Friederika Vogelsang, Eliza. Zurbrugg, Justine Schulz, Mary Laag*,  
McMillan, Lawrence to Mary Ruth Michiner  Sept 5, 1925 
Markland, Dorance to Alice Schnur Oct 22, 1939 
Chas. Vogelsang to Louise Obermark  Mar 15, 1871 
Will Vogelsang, Sr., to Mary Reinking  May 27, 1875 
Will Vogelsang to Lydie Arnholt, Sept 1, 1901 
Christoph Zurbrugg to Louise Vogelsang  Feb 4, 1875 
Peter Zurbrugg to Lena Overmark May 6, 1870   (this may have been a sister to Henry) 

 
Many genealogy magazines review new and frequently used websites.  Family Tree Magazine features a yearly list 
of 101 Best Web Sites.  In these reviews, they note which websites are free and which websites charge.  You may 
have tried the familiar www.findagrave.com but also try www.interment.net  Try the helpful nationwide gravesite 
locator, www.gravelocator.cem.va.gov for military veterans.   
 

Veterans Day is coming up.  If you have never tried to obtain military records for your 
ancestors, now might be the time. With the help of Ancestry.com’s military section you 
can check indices for war service.  www.archives.gov is the website for the national 
archives that includes military records.  You can order records on-line or through the 
mail with the information you have obtained you’re your index search.   The more 
information you provide, the more likely your records will arrive.  The cost is now $75 
for a complete civil war file.  You may hesitate in ordering, but don’t.  Records can 
include health and prison records and well as materials related to pensions and 

disability.  Some records may include up to 100 pages. 
 
A Special Note:    Spring Cleaning!  Sale! 
Mary Hermanson and Jane Johnson will be sponsoring the BCGS July Reunion Picnic at the Bartholomew 
County Library on Saturday, July 24th.  The carry-in lunch will begin at 12:30.  This will be an opportunity for 
members to share their favorite research aids.  It also will be an opportunity for you to sell your seldom used or 
unwanted genealogy related materials.  You need to price or label your items as “free” with your name/initials.  
Start now when you are cleaning out this spring. Put aside genealogical magazines, books, handouts, or CDs that 
would benefit from a “new home.”  This may be the day you go home with an item key to advancing your family 
research.  Make your spring cleaning pay.

http://www.findagrave/
http://www.interment.net/
http://www.gravelocator.cem.va.gov/
http://www.archives.gov/
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    -by Jennie Rauch       

 
  Our March, 2010  program was presented by 

Donna Kuhlman on Early Roads & Towns of 
Bartholomew County.  Extra input from some of our 

knowledgeable local members added to Donna's information, 
which included the fact that roads moved all the time!  As government got 
more involved, roads were easier to follow, as they were straighter,  and less 
prone to follow the whims of individuals' convenience to their own homes!  
Railroad growth  meant towns also grew and roads extended Northward.  As 
trade routes changed, some families moved their homes, barns and 
belongings via mule train, using the house's floor joists as runners!  Some 
roads were never officially platted, but careful platting of the location of 
some  early buildings meant never having to deal with flooding - even in the 
summer of 2008!    
 
Member Bill Chisman shared a mammoth genealogy chart going back to a King 
of England!  His daughter helped him use a program, The Master Genealogist, 
which he thinks is the best program out there at ~$89; however, Bill found 
it hard to use.   
 

L_[rning ]_nt_r 
Free, online classes, available 24/7: www.hp.com/go/learningcenter 
 
Digital photography 
» Adobe Photoshop CS4 for photography  
» Beginner's guide to saving, printing and sharing your digital photos  
» Beyond basics: fundamental photography techniques  
» Camera composition: change your perspective  
» Create a mobile studio with an HP Photosmart Compact Photo Printer (quick lesson)  
» Digital photography: getting creative (quick lesson)  
» Digital photography: take great close-up photos (quick lesson)  
» Digital photography: take great people shots (quick lesson)  
» Digital photography: take great vacation shots (quick lesson)  
» Five common photo problems and how to solve them (quick lesson)  
» Organize, archive and retrieve your digital photos (quick lesson)  
» Photo restoration basics: preserve your family photos  
» Photoshop 101: color correction (quick lesson)  NEW!  
» Photoshop 101: image size and resolution basics (quick lesson)  NEW!  
» Professional digital photography made simple  
» Scanning basics  
» Touch up digital photos with Adobe Photoshop Elements 7.0  

 
 

http://www.hp.com/go/learningcenter
http://h30187.www3.hp.com/courses/overview/p/courseId/35827/Adobe_Photoshop_CS4_for_photography.htm?courseSessionId=173897&campusId=11261&webPageId=1000000
http://h30187.www3.hp.com/courses/overview/p/courseId/35828/Beginner_s_guide_to_.htm?courseSessionId=173938&campusId=11261&webPageId=1000000
http://h30187.www3.hp.com/courses/overview/p/courseId/36893/Beyond_basics_fundamental_photography_techniques.htm?courseSessionId=199876&campusId=11261&webPageId=1000000
http://h30187.www3.hp.com/courses/overview/p/courseId/35829/Camera_composition_change_your_perspective.htm?courseSessionId=173939&campusId=11261&webPageId=1000000
http://h30187.www3.hp.com/articles/viewArticle/p/courseId/35818/Create_a_mobile_stud.htm?courseSessionId=214279&campusId=11261&webPageId=1000000
http://h30187.www3.hp.com/articles/viewArticle/p/courseId/35897/Digital_photography_getting_creative_quick_lesson_.htm?courseSessionId=173917&campusId=11261&webPageId=1000000
http://h30187.www3.hp.com/articles/viewArticle/p/courseId/35902/Digital_photography_.htm?courseSessionId=173918&campusId=11261&webPageId=1000000
http://h30187.www3.hp.com/articles/viewArticle/p/courseId/35903/Digital_photography_.htm?courseSessionId=173919&campusId=11261&webPageId=1000000
http://h30187.www3.hp.com/articles/viewArticle/p/courseId/35905/Digital_photography_.htm?courseSessionId=173920&campusId=11261&webPageId=1000000
http://h30187.www3.hp.com/articles/viewArticle/p/courseId/35813/Five_common_photo_pr.htm?courseSessionId=173921&campusId=11261&webPageId=1000000
http://h30187.www3.hp.com/articles/viewArticle/p/courseId/37711/Organize_archive_and.htm?courseSessionId=206156&campusId=11261&webPageId=1000000
http://h30187.www3.hp.com/courses/overview/p/courseId/35833/Photo_restoration_ba.htm?courseSessionId=173944&campusId=11261&webPageId=1000000
http://h30187.www3.hp.com/articles/viewArticle/p/courseId/38755/Photoshop_101_color_correction_quick_lesson_.htm?courseSessionId=249158&campusId=11261&webPageId=1000000
http://h30187.www3.hp.com/articles/viewArticle/p/courseId/38756/Photoshop_101_image_.htm?courseSessionId=249159&campusId=11261&webPageId=1000000
http://h30187.www3.hp.com/courses/overview/p/courseId/35834/Professional_digital_photography_made_simple.htm?courseSessionId=173945&campusId=11261&webPageId=1000000
http://h30187.www3.hp.com/courses/overview/p/courseId/35836/Scanning_basics.htm?courseSessionId=173947&campusId=11261&webPageId=1000000
http://h30187.www3.hp.com/courses/overview/p/courseId/35838/Touch_up_digital_pho.htm?courseSessionId=173949&campusId=11261&webPageId=1000000
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-by Karen Loy 
 

Have not had many queries this past winter.  The bad snowy weather probably kept more 
folks at their computer and no help was needed.  Had one request for a picture of a 
headstone in Liberty Cemetery. Mary Bullard.  Was able to find it and took picture and sent.  
The part with Mary was unreadable but the last name and date were there.  A query for obits 
for Gladys and Andrew Claycamp was sent to some folks in Colorado.  Some obits for Lt. 
Colonel Harold Grater, Helene Grater, Levi Grater, and Christina Grater were sent.  Lt 
Colonel Grater died of apparent heart attack at Camp Shelby in Edinburgh.  Levi and Christina 
died near Franklin and all are buried at Garland Brook Cemetery here in Columbus.  Also sent 
a copy of marriage of Lloyd Haines and Rebecca Merchant to Michigan.       
  More next time.   Karen 
 
 

CORRECTION IN CURRENT MEMBERS SURNAME LIST 
 

#141  Carloyn Wheeler:  Correct email address is   cjcswheel@aol.com. 

 
 
 
 
 

Columbus Then and Now 

Presented by Tami Stone Iorio 

May 13, 7:00 pm 

Bartholomew County Public Library, Red Room 

 Tami Stone Iorio, local physician and author, will speak about 
her new book, Columbus Then and Now. She will discuss the 
history of Columbus by comparing old photographic images of 
the town with modern images of the same spots. The historic 
images include antique photos, photographic postcards and 
maps of various buildings, streets, and outdoor scenes.  Copies 
of the book will be available for purchase. 

 

 

http://us.mc588.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=cjcswheel@aol.com
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Have you noticed how computers have opened up a whole new world 
for Genealogists ?   Programs to track and store our data….. Websites 
and Internet searches for Online Resources….and the list goes on .... 
 
As our world becomes more and more dependant on the electronic 
data superhighway, we become less and less dependant on paper.    
Are you going down the paperless route ???   If so, signup for our 

electronic newsletter today !  It’s in COLOR and it’s FREE !   Keep it on your computer to have at your 
fingertips as you create your resource files for future reference.   Just be sure your 2010 Membership is up 
to date, then send a message to bcgs47202@yahoo.com to let us know you want to sign up !   It’s easy ! 

   -by Kim Ray 

 
 
 

Happy 20th Year    
Anniversary,   BCGS !! 

 
 
 
 

Indiana Historical Society Presents: 
Midwestern ROOTS 2010 

Family History and Genealogy 
Conference 
Aug 6 – 7 

(pre-conference activities Aug 5) 
Indianapolis 

Migration Then and Now 
Session tracks include immigration, 
ethnic history, methodology, 
technology and DNA, and more 

 

Federation of Genealogical Societies 
Rediscovering America’s First 

Frontier 
Co-hosted by 

East Tennessee Historical Society 
Kentucky Historical Society 

Aug 18 – 21, 2010 
Knoxville, TN

 
 
For more information on the above conferences, please contact us at bcgs47202@yahoo.com

mailto:bcgs47202@yahoo.com
mailto:bcgs47202@yahoo.com


 
Bartholomew County Genealogical Society,Inc 
PO Box 2455 
Columbus, Indiana  47202-2455 
Member of Indiana Genealogical Society and 
Federation of Genealogical Societies 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Bartholomew County Genealogical Society Membership 
Membership year extends from January – December and includes 4 issues of ANCESTORS 

 
NAME:  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
ADDRESS:  ______________________________CITY: ______________  ST:  ____   ZIP:  ___________ 
 
PHONE:  __________________________  EMAIL:  ___________________________________________ 
 
Enclosed is a check for 1year Membership:      Individual ($10)      Couple ($15) 
 
_________ NEW MEMBER(S)      _________RENEWAL     __________NEWSLETTER via. EMAIL 
 
RESEARCHING/additional  SURNAMES: _________________________________________________ 
 

Thanks for your Support !! 
 
The public is invited to attend any of the BCGS meetings/outings.  The meetings are held in the Bartholomew County Public 
Library Red Room at 1:00 on the 4th Saturday, bimonthly from January to November.  Please always check the calendar for 
alternative times and locations.  For more info, please contact us at:  bcgs47202@yahoo.com 

 

mailto:bcgs47202@yahoo.com
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