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2024 Calendar 

Sat, Jan 20: S.K.I.L.L.S. - Scan-A-Thon @10am @Bakalar Air Museum 
For Members Only !  Join up and Join us !  We will be scanning material for Bakalar Air Museum  
 

Sat, Feb 17:  Photo Enhancement @10am @ Bakalar Air Museum 
Learn how to touch up photos, change brightness, crop photos, etc  
 

Sat, Mar 23:  Scot-Irish Heritage @10am @ Library Red Room 
Melissa Hill will be talking about the Scot Irish Heritage (if Library construction is complete, otherwise TBD) 
 

Sat, Apr 20:  S.K.I.L.L.S. - Understanding Land  Descriptions @ 10am             

@ Library Conf Room 
For Members Only !  Join up and Join us ! Donna Kuhlman will be leading the discussion on Land    
Descriptions and how to use them in your genealogy  
 

Sat, May 18:  Stone Carving @10am @ Library Red Room 
Casey Winningham will be talking about his years of experience as a stone carver  
 

Sat, Jul 20:  Zaharakos Tour and Lunch @10am @ Zaharakos 
Join us for our annual outing - a tour and then lunch at the historic Zaharakos, downtown Columbus  
 

Sat, Sep 21:  P.O.W.  @10am @ Library Red Room 
Melissa Hill, DAR member, will be talking about POW’s 
 

Sat, Oct 19:  Maryland to Kentucky to Indiana, Lord    

Baltimore’s Colony Moves West @10am 
Erin Doyle will have a presentation in the Library Red Room 
 

Sat,Nov 16: S.K.I.L.L.S.- Family Tree Maker @10am 
For Members Only ! Join up and Join us !  Becky Speaker will lead the     
discussion in the Library Conf Room.  We will also have our annual meeting  
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Welcome to Our New Members:   

Jennifer A Koons, Nashville, IN 

Norma Johnson, Elizabethtown, IN 
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Highlights  - by Marcus Speer 

Program Minutes Nov 18, 2023 
 

Our final 2023 BCGS meeting was on Saturday, Nov 18 at 10 am at the Atterbury-Bakalar Air Museum.    
Eleven (9 members & 2 guests) gathered in the William “BRUCE” Dalton Media Center for our annual meet-
ing and program. After Becky Speaker welcomed all, we held the election of officers. Bob Hobbs, Member-
ship Chair, shared the following slate for 2024: Becky Speaker, President, Linda Glick, V-P, Marcus Speer, 
Secretary, & Toni Rogers Whiteside, Treasurer. By a voice vote, all officers were elected. 

After the election of officers, David Day, volunteer at the Atterbury-Bakalar Air Museum, provided an in-
formative presentation about the Air base and the museum. David also 
shared the Genealogy Connection with the follow bullet points: artifacts 
displayed, documents preserved, scanned materials shared, photographs 
viewable, biographies available, and database catalogued. 

After a presentation, we toured the museum, which tells the story of the 
people who served at the air base and so much more. If you are interested 
in supporting the Air Museum, consider buying a brick or becoming a 
member! The bricks are along the pathway near the C-119 plane, restored 
by volunteers over the last 4 years. 

If you would like to view the entire November meeting (including the election of officers), please check out 
the video on our BCGS Facebook page: 

Bartholomew County Genealogical Society was live. | By Bartholomew County Genealogical Society | Facebook 
 
 

Program Minutes October 28, 2023 
 

For our October 28th SKILLS, BCGS members visited the Yellow Trail Research Center at the museum in 
Hope. Our own Kim Ray led the program for 11 members (2 came as guests and became members!). Kim 
shared that the Research Center is under the umbrella of the Yellow Trail Museum and was created after the 
acquisition of the adjacent building in 2016. Initially, located in a back room, the center opened to the public a 
year later in June 2017. The materials that had been stored away over 40 years finally had become a collection 
that researchers could view. Following the Covid shutdown, the research center reopened in its new building in 
April of 2022. 
 
The design of the new Research Center reflects three 
priorities: one third of the building is for public space; 
one third is for staff space; and one third is for storage 
space. This allows ample space for researching      
materials, cataloguing the museum’s collection, and 
for the proper storage of artifacts and other materials. 
What materials can be discovered in the Research 
Center? There is information about churches (mostly 
those that no longer exist), stories about local schools, 
family histories, collections of materials about nearby towns, businesses, and organizations, and maps too! 
 
The Research Center closes in the winter and opens in the spring on the museum’s timing. Museum is open 
Mon & Wed from 10-2 or by appointment. The Center is located at the 4th set of doors south of the Main     
entrance to the Museum on the NW Corner of the Hope Town Square. Many thanks for all the hard work at the 
Yellow Trail Museum and Research center! 

https://www.facebook.com/watch/live/?ref=watch_permalink&v=279965784514026


 

New Genealogy Books at the Bartholomew County Library    

                -by Annette Blount, BC Librarian 

The Beech Settlement: A Rush 
County, Indiana Black Community. 
Linda J. Dunn 
Ref Ind 977.261 Dun 
Rush 
 
Johnson County, Indiana’s Resi-
dents of Color From 1830 thru 
1930.  
Linda J. Dunn 
Ref Ind 977.2515 Dun 
Johnson 
 
History and Genealogy of the Amer-
ican Descendants of John and Ann 
Chamness of London, England. 
Zimri Hanson 
Ref Gen 929.2 Chamness 
 
Historical Sketch and Roster of the 
Indiana 8th Cavalry Regiment. 
John C. Rigdon 
Ref Ind 973.74 Rig 
 
The 47th Indiana Volunteer Infantry 
Court-Martial Case Files. 
David Williamson 
Ind 973.74 Wil 
 
Generation by Generation: A Mod-
ern Approach to the Basics of Gene-
alogy. 
Drew Smith 
Gen 929.1072 Smi 
 
Roots for Kids: A Genealogy Guide 
for Young People.  3rd Edition 

Susan Provost Beller 
Gen 929.1072 Bel 
 
Scottish Genealogy: The Basics and 
Beyond. 
David Dobson 
Gen 929.3 Dob 
 
Getting the Most Out of RootsMag-
ic 9. 
Bruce Buzbee 
Gen 929.2 Buz 
Handy Line 
Wilma R. Moore 
Ref Gen 929.2 Handy 
 
Guide to Church Records in the 
Archives Branch Virginia State    
Library. 
Clark, Jewell T. 
Ref Gen 929.3755 Vir 
 
Rockbridge County Marriages, 1851
-1885. 
Louise M. Perkins 
Ref Gen 929.3755 Roc 
 
Wythe County, Virginia Vital Rec-
ords, Births 1853-1859. 
Deborah Thompson Fowler 
Ref Gen 929.3755 Wyt 
 
Rockbridge County Marriages, 1778
-1850. 
Dorthie and Edwin C. Kirkpatrick 
Ref Gen 929.3755 Roc 
 

Wythe County Chapters: A Gather-
ing of Materials From Scarce, Rare, 
or Out-of-Print Sources About 
Wythe County, Virginia. 
James S. Presgraves 
Ref Gen 929.3755 Wyt 
 
It Seems Like Yesterday: Stories of 
the Jonesville and Jonesville Public 
School #3 and St. Paul’s Lutheran 
School. 
Phyllis Kreinop 
Ref Ind 977.224 Kre 
 
Andrew Jackson Emmert (Family). 
Kathleen M. Heckman 
Ref Gen 929.2 Emmert 
 
Historical Sketch and Roster of the 
Indiana 5th Cavalry Regiment. 
John C. Rigdon 
Ref Ind 973.74 Rig 
 
 
Genealogical Research in Ohio.  3rd 
Edition 
Kip Sperry 
Ref Gen 929.3771 Spe 
 
Twenty-Eight Tips for Researching 
African American Genealogy:  
Breaking the Brick Wall. 
Latonya Gordon 
Gen 929.1072 Gor 
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In Memoriam 

Marjorie Louise Glick Foster Schmeckebier, 93, passed away 8 Jan 2024.   
She was an active member of BCGS, as is her husband, Jack Schmeckebier. 



REMEMBER -      

Your 2024 Membership Dues are due now ! 

(see back page  for prices)                     THANKS SO MUCH !! 

The Bartholomew County Public Library held its second annual City Cemetery Tour, October 16th, from 6:00-7:00.  The genealogical 

society was well represented at the cemetery by Donna Kuhlman.  Our Friends of the Library group also served warm apple cider.  

We don’t have an official count but we estimated approximately 125 people attended this library event.   

Several library staff were there to tell the story of families buried in the cemetery.  Library director, Jason Hatton, spoke about the 

John and Emeline Drake family.  Valerie Baute spoke about the Donner family.  

Tricia Gilson spoke about Michael and Elizabeth Wolf and family.  Kate 

Grafelman spoke about the Johnson family.  Dakota Hall spoke the Schuyler 

family.  Sandy Allman spoke about Parmelia Morris.  Missy Henderson spoke 

about Lucy      Arnold.  Margaret Pflueger spoke about Kasper Pfeifer and his 

family.  Hannah Grimm spoke about John Henry Kaiser.  Lindsey Bailey spoke 

about the Roesgen family.  Erica McFarland spoke about the one individual 

who did not have a stone in the cemetery, Willis Boyd.  I spoke about William 

and Matilda Geilker and family.   

We had a really nice night for our tour.  The air was a little bit chilly but not 

nearly as cold as last year.  I think the staff enjoys this event about as much as patrons do.  Even after Kate and I make the research 

available to staff they go ahead and do more research on the person they choose.   

There are a few names we researched that we did not use so we have a headstart for next year’s tour.   

A week after the City Cemetery Tour we held our first Hope Moravian Church 

Cemetery Tour.  Shelly Bishop, who works with Dave Miller, at the Hope Branch 

Library did most of the research and chose the  people we would talk about at 

Hope.  The library staff and people they spoke about were: Dave Miller spoke 

about Edwin T. Senseman, Dakota Hall spoke about William Lewellen Albright, 

Annette Blount spoke about Johann Daniel Ziegler, Missy Henderson spoke 

about John Henry Kluge, Tyler Munn spoke about James E. Arbuckle, Kate 

Grafelman spoke about Berthold Menke, Valerie Baute spoke about Joseph 

Bachman and Jessica Deckard, who is not library staff but a Hope resident, 

spoke about Flavie Myrtle Knotts.  Erica McFarland handled the cider table. 

For the first year of the tour we estimated about 55 people attended.  That is a pretty good turnout.  We plan to have another tour 

there next year.   

At the Hope Moravian Church Cemetery tour I met the church organist who had the same last name as the person I was speaking 

about.  I also met some ladies that were descendants of the person I was speaking about.   

At City Cemetery the Geilker family that I spoke about is connected to my own family.  Matilda Burkhart Geilker was a sister to my 

Great Great Great Grandmother, Catherine Burkhart Seitz.   

It is always fun when the stories have a personal touch. 
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Guided Tours of  Local Cemeteries 
-by Annette Blount 
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THE ANCESTRY OF A HOUSE   Part lV 

When I started writing about the then 81-year-old house I bought in the      

summer of 2022, I did not know where my research would take me. In Part I of 

what has become a four-part series, I wrote mainly about the structure of the 

house itself and the history of the neighborhood in which it was built. At the end of that part, I introduced 

you to the first family, the four members of the Harry A. Williams family, who occupied it while newly built in 1941. Little did I know 

what stories I would uncover about them! So much so, it took over Parts II and III. This was largely due to the mysterious death of 

the son, a case which technically remains to this day as an unsolved crime. While there are descendants of the four still in the area, 

all four of the members of this once quite prominent Columbus family are now deceased. This Part IV will focus on the second  

family to reside at 2004 21st Street with references to the Williams’ due to the connection of the two families, which is something I 

have hinted at previously. 

THE THOMPSON FAMILY 

MORRIS EUGENE THOMPSON    
Morris Eugene Thompson, later known as “Jiggs,” was born the 2nd of July 1923 in Rock Creek Township,   

Bartholomew County, Indiana. His family later moved to the Columbus city limits where he attended Col-

umbus High School. A photo I saw of him in a group photo of his class in his yearbook, I notice he and a couple 

other boys wore sweaters with a center large, round patch design and looked like long, dark objects being 

crossed in the center of that circle. My first thought was that these objects were oars, but with further invest-

igation they were actually rifles. In another group yearbook photo, I saw that he and a group of other boys, all 

dressed in the same sweater, were identified as members of The Columbus High School Rifle Club. Formed in 

1934, membership was limited to 35 boys, and its purpose was to teach proper care of the rifle and  to im-

prove marksmanship. The group met every Friday after school at the Armory for target practice. According to 

the yearbook, the club “tends to develop a sense of fair play and sparks sportsmanship among the boys.”  

Morris graduated from Columbus High School in 1941 at the age of 17. 

 

On 30 June 1942, Morris registered for the draft. He was listed as 18 years old, 5’6.5”, 125 lbs., a light complexion, with brown hair 

and blue eyes. His place of employment was Noblitt Sparks, Inc. In 1950, the company changed its name to Arvin Industries. The 

company made, among other things, radios and small appliances. This work experience would come in handy later. 

 

While living at 1491 Lawton Avenue, he entered the service as an enlistee on the 8th of December, 1942 in the U.S. Navy, getting in 

just under the enlistment ban deadline. He served in the Pacific, stationed at Pearl Harbor, and was discharged on the 20th of  

November 1945. 

 

BETTY KATHRYN COOK 

Betty Kathryn Cook was born on the 8th of October 1927 to Glenn and Nora Phelps Cook on a farm in the Edin-

burgh/ Taylorsville area of Bartholomew County, Indiana. She too graduated from Columbus High School. 

 

THE MARRIGE OF BETTY AND JIGGS AND THE WILLIAMS/THOMPSON CONNECTIONS 

Betty and Jiggs were engaged in August of 1946 and were married on the 4th of January 1947 in a close family 

only ceremony at the home of the Presbyterian minister. She was 20 years old and worked at Noblitt Sparks  

Industries, his employer before the war. He was now a salesman for H. A. Williams Company, a three-store appliance retail chain. 

Their first home was at 505 10th Street in Columbus.  

 

 

-by Bob Hobbs 

Morris’ High School  

Photo, 1941 

Betty’s High School 

Photo, 1945 



 The Williams family out-grew the house at 2004 21st Street and moved to a larg-

er stone ranch-style house at 2555 Washington Street in 1955. Betty and Jiggs, 

who now resided at 1104 Lafayette Avenue and was still a salesman at Harry A. Wil-

liams’ local Columbus store, bought the house and moved in soon thereafter. 

 

THE BIRTHS OF KEVIN AND KERRY THOMPSON 

By the time the Thompson’s moved into the house, the family include a son, Kevin Eugene, born the previous year, 1954, on Satur-

day, the 24th of April, one week earlier than my sister was born in Illinois. A second son, Kerry Reed, was born on Wednesday, the 

16th of May, 1956, almost exactly four years after I was born. Like the Williams family before them, the Thompson parents took the 

front bedroom with two closets, and the two children again shared the bedroom in the back of the house with just the one closet. 

 

Both boys went to Northside Junior High School and Columbus High School.  

Kevin played baseball and ran track. Kerry, while at Northside in 1971, was on 

the swim team and was one of six boys who participated with the Columbus 

High School golf team. 

 

In 1973, Columbus High School became Columbus North High School. Kevin 

graduated in the Class of ’72 and Kerry graduated in the Class of ’74.  

 

Kevin, an amateur photographer in the summer of 1976, won 1st place in a    

photography contest in the children’s color slide division and 3rd place in        

another category. Both photos appeared in the local newspaper. When Kevin 

went away to college, Kerry apparently took over the bedroom as his own and 

so when Kevin would return home, he slept in the breezeway between the house and the garage which had been enclosed. While 

Kevin eventually moved to Ohio after college, Kerry never lived anywhere else until 2020. 

 

THE DEATH OF BETTY THOMPSON 

According to her obituary in The Republic published on Tuesday, October 29th 1991, Betty Kathryn Cook Thompson died at 6:24 

AM on Monday, October 28th at the Bartholomew County Hospital emergency room. My neighbor, who has lived across the street 

since 1977, told me she had collapsed and died in the bathroom. So what is correct? More on this later. At the time of her death 

she was serving her 21st year as the department head at Bartholomew County Veterans Survivor Services. Her funeral was at the 

First Presbyterian Church where she was a member, with burial at Garland Brook Cemetery. According to her death certificate she 

died of cardiac arrhythmia. She was 64 years old. 

 

THE DEATH OF MORRIS “JIGGS” THOMPSON 

After Betty died in 1991, Jiggs and Kerry continued to live in the house. By then Jiggs had retired from working at H.A. Williams 

since 1985, having worked there for 40 years since he was discharged from the navy. While there he had experienced the death of 

his employer and friend Harry Allison Williams in 1964. When his widow Cleo and their son John took over the running of the  

company, Jiggs was also there as an employee when John was found dead in a ditch in 1964. Soon the Williams daughter Janet 

would step in and help run the company with her mother. Jiggs was there for all of it until his retirement. Needless to say, his   

constant service to the company was instrumental to the effective operations of the sales force during some profoundly difficult 

times. He also later served for 22 years as Bartholomew County’s Veterans Affair officer.  

 

-by Bob Hobbs 
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THE ANCESTRY OF A HOUSE (CONT) 

The Senior Photos of Kevin and Kerry Thompson,  

both at 18 years of age in 1972 and 1974 
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In fact, he was a prime example of what it looks like to serve a community. As a 

long-time member of The Presbyterian Church, he was a deacon and an elder. 

He was a member and past president of The Golden K Kiwanis Club, a former 

member of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows No. 58, an official member of 

the Bleacher Bums, a #1 fan of Columbus North basketball, a volunteer of the Parks and Recreation Department, Love Chapel, 

Meals on Wheels, and Big Brothers and Big Sisters. 

 

When I read he was a “River Rat,” I had to Google it to find out just what that was! According to Dan Fox in a 2015 article in The 

Republic, it seems he was in a group of men and women who, beginning in the early 1960s, spent many hours cleaning up and   

raising money and community awareness for what would later become the improved and expanded Mill Race Park. They were  

honored in the 1990s by having their names placed on plaques and affixed to benches along a pathway along the river in the park. 

Unfortunately due to years of flooding many of the benches have been replaced, but not the plaques.  

 

If that weren’t enough, through his involvement with the American Red Cross Blood drives, he had donated 22 gallons of blood 

since 1945. It is no surprise to me that he was Senior Citizen of the Year in 1995. It is apparent to me why he got the nickname 

Jiggs….the man was never still!  

 

However death has a way of bringing stillness. Morris Eugene “Jiggs” 

Thompson passed away on the 18th of April, 2006 in the Hospice of 

South-Central Indiana at the age of 82. His death certificate lists the 

cause of death as “renal failure due to or by consequence of dementia.”  

 

Among the other survivors, Kevin Thompson of Lebanon, Ohio and Kerry 

Thompson of Columbus are listed. Jiggs was buried next to his wife 

Betty in Garland Brook Cemetery. 

 

AFTERWARD 

After the death of his father, Kerry lived alone in the house. He had no other choice than to use the bathroom where his mother 

had collapsed and died. He reportedly would no longer enter his parent’s bedroom, where I now sit at my desk typing this. Instead 

he would partially open the door and throw discarded items into it. Over the years the items built up causing damage to the walls. 

Years of clutter filled the basement and when I Googled the address I see three different years of photos of a blue, compact     

Chevrolet parked in the driveway. I later had my suspicions verified: The car had to be parked in the driveway because there was 

no room for it in the garage. 

 

As the years passed, Kerry needed extra help managing living alone and the neighbor who I have referred to in this series stepped 

up and became his caregiver. When this no longer was a viable option, Kerry went to live in an assisted-living facility a few miles 

north of the house, which was the same place his father lived prior to going into hospice care. When Kerry left in 2020, he had lived 

in the house for almost 65 years. He still lives in the assisted-living facility on Central Avenue in Columbus. 

 

Kevin attended Ball State University and continues to live with his family in Lebanon, Ohio. At 69 and now retired, he was a sales-

man like his father. 

 

The house got new vinyl siding and a new roof plus other outside improvements prior to being  sold to Turnkey Solutions, Inc. They 

then renovated the interior by clearing out the parent’s bedroom, the basement, and the garage of years of clutter. They replaced 

-by Bob Hobbs 

THE ANCESTRY OF A HOUSE (CONT) 

The graves of Betty and Morris Thompson 
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the drywall and repainted each room. All flooring was replaced, and new light 

fixtures were added. The bathroom was refurbished, and the kitchen was com-

pletely remodeled, replacing the 1970s avocado green appliances with stainless 

steel, and outdated varnished cabinets with white Quaker-style ones. Features of 

the house that offered character were retained. 

 

After I saw the house I fell in love with it. It being 81 years old at the time, I paid to have an inspection so I would know what I was 

getting myself in to. It was the best $400.00 I ever spent. To the credit of Turnkey Solutions, they fixed my more major concerns. 

Other minor ones, I knew I could remedy myself. I became only the 3rd “family” to live in the house since it was built in 1941. 

 

THE PHENOMINOM OF THE BATHROOM 

The one issue I have with the design of the house is that the one bathroom is rather small. It does have built-in storage that I    

appreciate, and I am VERY sure the two families of four who proceeded solo occupant me did as well. However, it infringes on the 

ability to move around very much. I joked that a person could sit on the toilet, put their feet in the bathtub, and wash their hands 

in the sink all at the same time! I wondered, perhaps morbidly so, how Mrs. Thompson, who was reportedly a big-boned woman of 

German stock, was able to be fatally stricken in there and managed to fall to the floor. An even bigger mystery looms as to    

whether she actually expired in the emergency room of the nearby hospital according to the death certificate OR was it like the 

case of my grandfather who collapsed in a bedroom while visiting my aunt and uncle. My uncle swears he had died prior to be  

taken by ambulance to the hospital where it was documented he actually died. In cases such as these I wonder: Do they delay an-

nouncing the death to spare the feelings of the families, who remain occupants of the house? I guess we will never know for sure.  

 

At any rate, the renovation of the bathroom included a sensor that causes the light and ceiling fan to go on when it detects you 

entering the room. It also automatically goes off when it does not detect any movement. I had not been moved in very long at all 

when, while in another part of the house, the light and fan would suddenly come on! I tried to justify it by thinking this occurred 

when the breeze created when the air conditioner or heater coming on perhaps moved the shower curtain thereby tripping the 

sensor. When I paid closer attention, I dismissed that theory because it would happen when the air conditioner or heater were 

turned off. It happens at various times, but it happens most often at 8:30 or 9:30 PM, depending on whether or not it is during 

Daylight Savings Time. I have gotten so I just go with it even to the point where I will say, “Hi Mrs. Thompson!” or after it happens 

multiple times in a row, I will say something like “Ok, Mrs. Thompson! You can go now. Good night!”  If a spirit is causing this, it is 

not malicious. There are no eerie sounds. Nothing gets moved or goes flying through the air! It doesn’t happen as often as it once 

did. Perhaps she was just checking me out and wondering why a stranger was living in her house. Perhaps she can tell I treat the 

house with respect and she likes what I’ve done with the place. 

 

Whatever the reason, it doesn’t really bother 

me….yet! 

 

If you live in an older house, I encourage you to re-

search it and those who lived in it before you. The an-

cestry of a house very much involves the history of the 

people who once lived in it. You will learn to appreci-

ate and be grateful for your home even more.  

You’ll also always have something interesting to talk 

about when you host a party!  

-by Bob Hobbs 

THE ANCESTRY OF A HOUSE (CONT) 

A photo of the house taken last summer after I painted the front door Cajun Red to tie in with the color of the chimney 



Bartholomew County Genealogical Society 

Membership year extends from Jan – Dec  (includes 4 issues of ANCESTORS) 

1 year Membership:      Individual ($10)      Couple ($15) 

Contact us !  Like us on facebook ! 

PO Box 2455     Columbus, Indiana  47202-2455 

email:  bcgs47202@yahoo.com                           website:  barthgen.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Thanks for your Support 
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President:  Becky Speaker 
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Treasurer: Toni Whiteside 

Membership:  Robert Hobbs 

Genealogist: Donna Kuhlman  

Genealogist: Karen Loy 

Newsletter Editor:  Kim Ray 

Library Liaison:  Annette Blount 


