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 -by Jennie Rauch 
 
    Hello, Fellow Genealogy Searchers!  
I hope our 2013 programs have supported your efforts to further your family history 
research. By this time, I hope you've gotten some questions answered at our September 

Round Table session, and maybe even shared some breakthrough ideas of your own with 
the group.  Aren't those "lightbulb" moments great?! 
     On Saturday, November 16, at 1 pm, Jon Wardlow will share his knowledge and enthusiasm as a member of the 
Mayflower Society. He'll tell us about the group's activities and how to qualify for membership.    
     Our November meeting also includes the annual election of officers, and a short review and vote on newly revised 
By-laws.  Be sure not to miss this opportunity to see a little of how BCGS functions behind-the-scenes!  Also in 
November, be sure to bring any genealogy-related items to our popular swap table!  If you have something to sell, be 
sure to put your name & price on it, so folks can find & pay you.   In the past, folks have brought books, magazines, 
whatever they no longer need. Perhaps you'll find just the resource you've been meaning to check out at a great price 
(many free)!   
     2014 programs are almost finalized! Just a tease. . . Decatur County Historical Museum, Underground Railroad, 
Spanish American War participants.  Stay tuned for the end of year Ancestors for the complete list, and be sure to 
renew your membership so you don't miss any of the EXTRAS either!  Happy hunting!  
 
 
 
 
 

 
      
 
     How many of our BCGS members have ever used the website Cyndi’s List 
(www.cyndislist.com)?  I hope many of you have.  If not, I urge you to check it out 
immediately!  
     Cyndi’s List is a free (yes, it’s free!) website that contains over 328,000 different 
links that are of interest to genealogists. The links are categorized and cross-referenced 

to make your searching simple. It’s a great starting point for any researcher. 
     Cyndi Howell started her list in 1995 as webmaster of the Tacoma-Pierce County Genealogical Society.  
She posted a one page set of bookmarks on the site to share with her fellow members.  It has grown steadily 
since!  She published her own website in 1996 with over 1,000 links listed on one page.  The list is now 
contained on more than 650 individual pages. 
     Cyndi still maintains her webpage by herself, and adds approximately 1,500 new links, updates or 
corrects 600 links, and deletes 300 non-working links each month.    There are more than 180 categories on 
the list as well as individual pages for each US state, US county, Canadian province, and UK county. Cyndi 
supports the website though third-party advertisement, and it is her full-time job. 
     In order to navigate the site, there are two different indexes to choose from, as well as a site search 
engine.  The links and category headings on the website are listed in alphabetical order.  Websites are listed 
by the title shown on the website.  From the category page, you can see the number of links for each topic.  
For example, “Social Networking for Genealogy” has 139 while “Family Newsletters” has 11,116. Clicking 
on the category will lead you to the Category Index as well as Related Categories.  Then these categories are 
clickable as well, which will lead you to a list of links. 
     I hope this will encourage you to check out Cyndi’s List.  Don’t be intimidated by the sheer size of the 
website—it is very well organized.  You never know what you may find! 
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     -by Becky Speaker 
[in Carolyn Wheeler’s absence] 
 

      
On Saturday, July 27, the BCGS had a great 
visit to the Atterbury-Bakalar Air Museum.  
Thirteen members and two guests gathered in 
the media room, joined by almost 20 other 
visitors, to listen to Gordon Lake, Secretary & 
Past President of the Museum Board.  He kept 
us entertained by sharing the history of the 
area, such as: 

 Airbase construction began in the 
summer of 1942, with a deadline of five 
months, and the airfield officially opened early in 1943.  There was no 
negotiation with nearby landowners; the Army simply said, “We’re taking your 
land for the airbase.  Here’s your check” (and, perhaps, added a little thanks for 
the contribution to the war effort). 

 Originally, the airbase was named after General William Atterbury, an Indiana 
native who served in World War I and later became president of the 
Pennsylvania Railroad.  The airbase was later named for Indiana native 
Lieutenant John Bakalar, a pilot who was shot down over Europe in 1944. 

 A part of the Air Force Reserve, the 434th Troop Carrier Wing, was based at 
Bakalar and served active duty in the Korean and Vietnam wars.  They were 
mobilized in 1962 for the Cuban Missile Crisis, traveling to Homestead Air Force 
Base to provide airlift support as a part of the buildup of military forces.  The 
Cuban Missile Crisis was “the closest we’ve come to nuclear war,” Gordon said, 
and if war had occurred, the assignment of the Bakalar folks would have been 
ferrying airborne troops to Havana. 

 Gordon told us many stories about life on the Bakalar Air Force Base through 
the 50’s and 60’s until the base’s closure in 1970 when the troops moved to 
Grissom Air Base. 

We also learned that they do have some archival 
records, although mostly associated with the base.  
These records will soon be more available in the 
archives room when the extension is completed in 
2014.  We then explored the museum’s exhibits, 
looking at the pictures of the base, aircraft and other 
artifacts.  We wrapped up our visit by watching the 
documentary “Lest We Forget,” the story of museum 
volunteer and former POW Gustav Potthoff’s time on 
the Burma-Thailand “Death Railway” as a WWII slave 
labor prison camp survivor.  After the tour, we walked 
over to the Hangar Restaurant and enjoyed each 
other’s company during a great lunch. 

 



A

 
 
M
-b
 
A
m
ea
 
W
co
po
 
W
pr
sh
 
If
w
 
W
w
fa
se
pe
 

 
J
R
H
2 
H
T
Su
L
R

ANCESTORS 

MEET YOUR
by Fran Land

As a way of g
members are,
ach member

We are startin
ontinuing fo
ossible in ea

We will be ta
repared and 
hort form for

f you live ou
would be hap

We look forw
will be nice to
amily, hobbi
earch.  You m
erson.  

Jennie Rauc
Retired Occup
Husband, Jeff

daughters, 2
Hobbies: Rea
Travel, Garde

urnames res
Leonard, Mat
Reardon, Mey

  

R BCGS BO

getting better
, we have de
r. 

ng with the p
r the rest of 

ach Newslett

aking picture
willing to ha
r you to fill o

ut of town or
ppy to includ

ward to work
o put a name
ies and what
might even f

ch, Vice-Pre
pational The
f 
2 grandchild
ading, Quiltin
ening 
earching: 
ttingly, 
yer 

 

OARD MEM

r acquainted
cided to pub

present BCG
next year, w

ter. 

es at each of 
ave your pic
out to go alo

r do not regu
de a picture th

king with you
e with a face
t names you 
find that som

esident 
erapist 

dren 
ng, 

 

MBERS     

d and learnin
blish pictures

GS Board.  T
we will publi

our program
cture taken.  
ong with you

ularly attend 
hat you coul

u to create a 
e and to learn
are working

meone else is

 
Carolyn W
Retired Teac
Husband, Ch
Children, St
Grandchildr
Hobbies: Ph
Visiting hist
Surnames re
Bennett, He
Hamilton 
 

  

 

ng who our fe
s and a short

hen in Janua
sh as many p

ms.  So, pleas
We will also

ur photo. 

the meeting
ld send to us

BCGS Dire
n more abou
g on in your g
s looking for

Wheeler, Sec
cher 
harles 
teve & Chery
ren:  Tyler &
hotography, R
torical sites
esearching:
eaton, Sheph

           

fellow 
t profile of 

ary and 
pictures as 

se be 
o have a 

s, we 
s. 

ectory.  It 
ut your 
genealogy 
r the same 

cretary 

yl 
& Luke 

Reading, 

herd 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Marcus S
School bus
Minister 
Wife, Jenn
Daughter, 
Hobbies: S
Gardening
Surnames 
Murphy, N
 

 
Becky Sp
Supply Ch
Cummins 
Hobbies: R
Tennis, Sc
Surnames 
Speaker, S
Zumhingst

 

Speer, Presi
s driver, Far

nifer 
Madelyn 

Santa helper
g, Coin colle
researching

Nigh, Rogers

peaker, Tre
hain Director

Reading, His
crapbooking
researching

Schrader, Wi
t 

           page 5

ident 
rmer, 

, 
ctor 
: 
s, Gaston  

asurer 
r at 

story, 

: 
ichman, 

5 



ANCESTORS                                   page 6 
 
  

Margot K. Green, Past 
President 
Retired from Cummins 
Husband, Hal 
Children: Genelle, Jim, Carolyn 
2 Grandchildren 
Hobbies:  Historical research, 
Writing, Reading 
Surnames researching: Keith, 
Green, McDonald, McNabb 

Fran Land, Membership Chair 
Retired Secretary 
2 sons, 6 grandchildren, 
4 great-grandchildren 
Hobbies:  Making stained glass 
items, Bicycle riding and Music 
Surnames researching:  DeBusk, 
Calvin, Winchester, Snyder 

Karen Loy, County Genealogist 
Retired Register Nurse IU 
Husband, Duane, deceased 
Brooke Chowning & David Loy 
Hobbies:  Reading, Needlework,  
And Traveling 
Surnames researching:  Loy, 
Allen, Clark, Gray, Sturgeon 

Donna Kuhlman, County 
Genealogist 
Late husband, Terry 
Daughters, Ilze Guilmet and 
Emilie Hunter (both of San Diego) 
Granddaughter, Mena Hunter 
Hobbies:  Antiques, Flea Markets, 
Ebay 
Surnames researching:  Cook, 
Ward 
 

Heather McDonald, 
WebMaster 
Employment Specialist at DSI 
Wiley J., 7 yr old Yorkiepoo 
Hobbies:  Knitting, Reading, 
Baking, Advisor for Chi Omega 
Sorority at Hanover College 
Surnames researching:  Hughes, 
McDonald, Gilooly, Whiteside 
(all Davies Co, IN) 
 

Kim Ray, Newsletter Editor 
Cummins Engineering Associate 
Husband, Chuck 
Children, Chasity, Preston, Kaden 
Grandchildren, Cord, Case, Kodi 
Hobbies:  Clogging, Hiking 
Surnames researching: 
Powell, Anthony, Snyder  
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         Researcher’s  Resources      -by Jane Johnson 
 
There are times when large $$ websites offer limited free access sampling periods.   
When a site offers a promotional, they typically also offer a guarantee that if you 
are not satisfied after 30 days subscription, you can cancel.  Genealgybank.com 
advertises “6,500 Newspaper Titles - All 50 States Find newspaper articles, 

obituaries, birth and marriage notices, photographs and much more and over 1 Billion Newspaper Articles.”              
During their February promotional they offered one year access for less than $5 per month and included a 
book , Resource Guide: How To Search Obituaries To Find Ancestors & Trace Your Family Tree ($19.95 
value).  Fold3 regularly offers free trial, too. If you haven’t tried mocavo.com, it continues to offer limited 
free and trial services.   
     Many websites also used the winter months to roll out new resources.  NEHGS Database - Families of 
Ancient New Haven - Completely Re-indexed  “This eight-volume, 2,100-page database has been 
completely re-indexed, increasing the number of name entries from 65,000 to 92,000. The original index was 
based on a work which only indexed the names of individuals who did not have the same surnames as the 
featured families. The new all-name index provides many more search results. Families of Ancient New 
Haven is an eight-volume work created by Donald Lines Jacobus between 1923 and 1932. These volumes 
were originally published as New Haven Genealogical Magazine, which was the predecessor of “The 
American Genealogist”  Go to the home page of NEGHS (americanancestors.com) to find the free account 
link.   
     “FamilySearch added 8.5 million new, free indexed records and images this week to its collection.” 
(2/20/13). The following were the US additions: 

U.S., California, San Mateo County Records, 1855-1991 – 0 – 50,823 – Added images to an existing 
collection. 
 U.S., Idaho, Butte County Records, 1882-1970 – 0 – 23,226 – Added images to an existing collection. 
 U.S., Idaho, Twin Falls County Records, 1906-1988 – 0 – 89,528 – Added images to an existing 
collection. 
 U.S., Illinois, Probate Records, 1819-1970 – 0 – 78,573 – Added images to an existing collection. 
 U.S., Louisiana, Orleans Parish Will Books, 1805-1920 – 0 – 5,485 – Added images to an existing 
collection. 
 U.S., Maine, County Probate Records, 1760-1979 – 0 – 1,073 – Added images to an existing collection. 
 U.S., Minnesota, Itasca County Land Records, 1872-1930 – 0 – 7,328 – Added images to an existing 
collection. 
 U.S., New York, Queens County Probate Records, 1899-1924 – 0 – 496,052 – Added images to an 
existing collection. 
 U.S., New York, State Census, 1855 – 2,818,214 – 49,726 – New indexed records and images collection. 
 U.S., North Carolina, Estate Files, 1663-1979 – 15,959 – 371,253 – Added index records and images to 
an existing collection. 
 U.S., Oregon, Douglas County Records, 1852-1952 – 0 – 15,698 – Added images to an existing 
collection. 
 U.S., Tennessee, Putnam County Records, 1867-1955 – 0 – 22,826 – Added images to an existing 
collection. 
 U.S., Texas, Birth Certificates, 1903-1935 – 527,134 – 543,673 – Added index records and images to an 
existing collection. 
 U.S., Texas, County Marriage Records, 1837-1977 – 187,126 – 73,546 – New indexed records and 
images collection. 
 U.S., Texas, Eastland County Records, 1868-1949 -0 – 10,629 – Added images to an existing collection. 
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Adam and Charlotte had two sons, Christian Martin (born 12 May 1860) and William Parker 
Keller (24 July1872 to 20 April 1942).  Both sons followed in their father’s footsteps as leading 
businessmen, describing themselves as “capitalists” in various Columbus City Directories and 
having offices in several Washington Street locations, most notably the Charlotte Building.  Adam 
and Charlotte also had a daughter, Mary, born in on 13 September, 1866. 
 
The 1910 census shows both Christian, by then a widower, and Mary living at the 703 address.   
In October 1911, Mary married widower James Franklin Cox, a prominent attorney, and the 
couple shared the home with Christian until Cox’s death on 14 August 1920.  Thereafter Mary 
and Christian lived in the home until their deaths.  Christian died on 24 September 1927 and 
Mary passed away a few months later on 25 January 1928.  All three of Adam’s children are 
buried in Garland Brook Cemetery. 
 
By 1930, the home had become the property of William P. Keller’s son, William M. “Dooley” 
Keller, listed as a farm owner in the 1930 and 1940 censuses. In the 1947 Columbus City 
Directory he is shown as heading the William M. Keller Real Estate firm with offices in the 
Charlotte Building.  Upon  Dooley’s death on 2 February 1959, his widow Lucille, nee Spannagel, 
had an apartment constructed upstairs and continued living in the downstairs portion until her 
death on 16 January 1994 at almost 95 years old.  According to her obituary in The Republic, 
Lucille was a member of First Christian Church, Magazine Club, and the Bartholomew County 
Historical Society.  The couple had no children. Lucille, a nurse, established the Lucille L. Keller 
Educational Foundation to help high school students obtain higher education and to provide 
financial assistance for practical nursing students at Columbus Regional Hospital.   
 
The home’s current living area is about 3,000 square feet, with an additional 800 square feet in 
the attic.  As originally constructed, the home was Italianate in style, square, with a simple hipped 
roof and large brackets under the eaves, all of which are still evident although the home has 
been enlarged over the 
years.  A major renovation 
was undertaken early in the 
twentieth century, possibly 
after Mary’s marriage.  In 
keeping with the styles of the 
times, changes included 
addition of the spacious front 
porch, creation of a stairway 
in the front hall, and 
construction of a carriage 
house at the back of the 
property.  On the south side 
of the house, towards the 
front, windows were bricked 
in to accommodate the porch 
and stairway; their outlines 
can be seen on both the first 
and second floors.    The bay 
window and dining room, not 
part of the 1860 home, may have been added then as well.  The additions are marked by 
different rooflines that can be seen from the sidewalk next to the home on Seventh Street.  
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