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     -by Carolyn Wheeler 
 
 
 
 
It’s only April and we’ve already had three very good programs with good attendance.   
 
In January, Jason Hatton discussed how we could “Move Your Genealogy to the Cloud” by using the free 
services of Dropbox and Evernote, two new programs to make life easier. 
 
Dropbox allows you to bring all your photos, documents and videos anywhere.  Any file you save to your 
Dropbox will automatically save to all your computers, phones and even the Dropbox website.  The 
company allows you to download their program and you can have 2GB of space free of charge.  More may 
be purchased but you probably will not need more.  Another advantage is you can share folders with others 
and collaborate on a set of files.  For more details, go to www.dropbox.com.   
 
Evernote is a notebooking tool that can help you collect, sort and search anything you choose to add to it.  
You may set up a free account and save, sync and/or capture up to 60 megabytes of information each month.  
For more space there is a monthly fee.  To see more about the possibilities for using Evernote go to 
www.evernote.com.    
 
A special program was added to our lineup in February giving four of our members a chance to share 
highlights of an October trip they took to the National Archives.  Kim Ray, Fran Land, Becky Speaker and 
Donna Kuhlman gave a program they entitled “BCGS Goes to DC:  The National Archives Experience.” 
 
Fran explained they first wrote to the Archives and told of their plans to find documents about War of 1812 
veterans buried in Bartholomew County.  They were told of the rules and regulations and what to expect. 
 
Kim spoke of the security requirements such as a photo ID and learning what was forbidden in the research 
room (food, drinks, pads, binders, ink pens, pencil and paper, etc.) and what was allowed (camera, lap top, 
small wallet, small handkerchief).   She explained they purchased jump drives and then scanned documents 
and saved them to the jump drives, one record at a time. 
 
Becky told of the pension and military records they worked with.  The pension records were especially a 
gold mine often containing surgeon records, letters from spouses and neighbors or even former officers of 
the soldiers who wrote pertinent details of the soldier’s service. 
 
Donna reported they found 46 documents for 43 veterans.  These can be accessed at the society’s website 
www.barthgen.org.   
 
Most recently we heard from Ron Shadley, local funeral home director, who spoke about “Funeral History 
and Customs.”  Watching a slide show presentation, we learned of the burial chambers of ancient Egypt, 
various styles of caskets, the progression of funeral vehicles from the buckboard and horse-drawn hearses to 
limousine-style funeral cars, and funeral ads that in early years emphasized furniture as well as mortuary 
services.  Having to provide a wooden coffin for the deceased, undertakers expanded their businesses to 
making furniture in general. 
 
Mr. Shadley also showed a variety of tombstones located in Van Pelt Cemetery in southern Shelby County 
and in closing gave an update on the restoration slated soon at Sandhill Cemetery here in Bartholomew 
County.  He said the cost will be $25,000 and he has raised all but $5200.  Any donations may be sent to 
Friends of Sandhill Cemetery, 3729 25th St., Columbus, IN 47203. 
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-by Jason Hatton 

                                         Assistant Director 
                               Bartholomew County Public Library 

 
 

  Be	it	enacted	by	the	Senate	and	House	of	Representatives	of	the	United	States	of	
America,	in	Congress	assembled,	That	from	and	after	the	first	day	of	July	next,	all	the	public	

lands	of	the	United	States,	the	sale	of	which	is,	or	may	be	authorized	by	law,	shall,	when	offered	at	public	
sale,	to	the	highest	bidder,	be	offered	in	half	quarter	sections…And	be	it	further	enacted,	That	from	and	
after	the	first	day	of	July	next,	the	price	at	which	the	public	lands	shall	be	offered	for	sale,	shall	be	one	
dollar	and	twenty‐five	cents	an	acre.	
	The above is language from the Cash Entry or Land Act enacted on April 24th, 1820.  This act enabled the settlers to more easily purchase land in the “West” by decreasing the minimum amount of acreage (80 from 160) and decreasing the price per acre ($1.25 from $2.00).    I am definitely not an expert in land law, however it recently has piqued my interest.  My in-laws recently purchased some land in Harrison Township with the intent to divide that property among themselves and two daughters.  By looking at the early land records, you can glean so much information about early life.  Neighbors and the land itself were critical to the success of those early settlers.    A relatively new (2006) resource to the Bartholomew County Public Library is a series entitled Family Maps of….  These publications by Gregory Boyd and Arphax publishing takes freely available land patent information put out by the Department of the Interior and compiles it into a very user friendly guide.  The main aspect of the guide is to map the land patents out so that you get a complete picture of neighbors throughout a particular area.  An additional feature is that it takes that same map and overlays that onto a modern day map and a natural feature map.  So, you can get a sense of the rivers and creeks that the early settlers dealt with and used on a daily basis.  The modern day map helps you pinpoint with current day references (roads!) where exactly the earlier lots lay.    The library has several copies of Family Maps for various surrounding counties as well as Bartholomew County.  We have maps available for Brown, Decatur, Jennings, Washington, Ripley, Shelby, Rush, Orange, Scott, and Harrison Counties.  Obviously, I feel these publications have a lot of value to genealogists.  It can help bring some meaning to those census records with simply names listed.  It can perhaps help you break through a brick wall by making a connection from one neighbor to another.  Plus, I think it simply helps bring some context to the names we are seeing in our family trees.  By connecting them to an actual place on a map, I think makes the names more real.  I hope you take the opportunity to look through these guides.  They can be found by searching Family Maps in our catalog.  Of course, we are always happy to show you the next time you are in.   

 
 
 

New Genealogy Books at the Bartholomew County Library 
-from Annette Blount, BC Librarian 

 
 
Reference: Gen 929.3755 Bab  
Baber, Lucy Harrison Miller 
Marriages and Deaths From Lynchburg,   
Virginia Newspapers 1794-1836 
 

 
Reference:  Gen 929.3756 Mot 
Motes, Margaret Peckham 
Laurens County, S.C.:  Rabun  Creek 
Settlements 1762-1848 
 

 
R Gen 929.108 Gre  (This replaces the 3rd Ed.) 
Grenham, John 
Tracing Your Irish Ancestors  4th Ed. 
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Bartholomew County Genealogical Society Membership 
Membership year extends from January – December and includes 4 issues of ANCESTORS 

 
NAME:  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
ADDRESS:  ______________________________CITY: ______________  ST:  ____   ZIP:  ___________ 
 
PHONE:  __________________________  EMAIL:  ___________________________________________ 
 
Enclosed is a check for 1year Membership:      Individual ($10)      Couple ($15) 
 
_________ NEW MEMBER(S)      _________RENEWAL    
 
RESEARCHING/additional  SURNAMES: _________________________________________________ 
 

Thanks for your Support !! 
 
 
 
The public is invited to attend any of the BCGS meetings/outings.  The meetings are held in the Bartholomew County Public 
Library Red Room at 1:00 on the 4th Saturday, bimonthly from January to November.  Please always check the calendar for 
alternative times and locations.  For more info, please contact us at:  bcgs47202@yahoo.com  
  


